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SUBJECT: Arrest of Fx- Provincial of Dominicans. 
1. S&o Paulo military court ordered preventive arrest of Francisco 
Rate. ex-Provincial of the Dominicans in SAo0 Paulo and 19 other 
persons December 10. Most of persons named had already been in 


custody several weeks. 


[ExicxineZ Berd: however 





newenaner releases said he organized "apparelhos!! in Sao Paulo. 
Cat&ao had been ine custody about 3 weeks after which neue released. 
and returned to his job in ASPLAN on December 5. When arrested 
December 12 he was enroute to luncheon appointment with Congen 
officer. 


2. Others.on arrest list according newspaper reports were ''mostly 
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ACTION: , . ; > 
Dominicans and Jesuits in addition to other intellectuals." 

Specific names listed in newspaper were seminarian Francisco 
de Paulo Falcio e Castro and Padré Manoel Vasconcelos Valiente. 

3. From late 1967 when we first made contact with him to August 

1968 when he departed for 3. month sojourn in US, Francisco Cataéo 
was regular Gongen contact. During his visit to US, ostensibly to 
attend conference of Dominicans in Chicago, he left Dominicans, 
accepted employment with ASPLAN and got married. Local cucmeeea 
including Cardinal Archbishop Rossi, have characterized him as fore- 
most Brazilian theologian. During mucmof 1969 he worked in Porto 
Alegre although he came to Sdo Paulo in June to meet with Rockefeller 
group religious and youth advisors. 

4, He welcome contacts. with US officials and appeared express his 
views frankly. He is approximately 50 years old, his father was an 
Army general and he has. brother who reportedly is also Army officer. 
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